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against    the     British......    The    Indian

Mohammedans* changed sentiments towards
the British are likely to be a source of great
strength to the national cause and make
the situation more hopeful from the point
of view of Indian nationalism."1

The Moslem community as a whole, however,
never identified itself with Indian nationalism.
There were three main reasons for their remaining
aloof. In the first place, it was the religious ele-
ment in Indian nationalism which has kept. the
two communities separate from each other. Pt.
Jawahar Lai Nehru has pointed out:

"Indian nationalism was dominated by Hindus
and had a Hinduised outlook. So a conflict
arose in the Moslem mind; many accepted
that nationalism, trying to influence it in the
direction of their choice; many sympathised
with it and yet remained aloof, uncertain;
and yet many.others began to drift in a
separatist direction-----This was the back-
ground out of which arose -the cry for a
division of India."2

1 Lajpat Rai, Young India, pp. 222-28.
2 Jawahar Lai Nehru, The Discovery of India, p. 353.